February 18th, 2009 

Golfers bag £7,500 for charity
Golfers at Chipping Sodbury Golf Club have swung into action for charity by raising a huge £7,500 for Wallace & Gromit’s Grand Appeal, which raises funds for Bristol Royal Hospital for Children - part of University Hospitals (UH) Bristol NHS Foundation Trust.

Under the captaincies of Ian Hughes and Jo Leith, the Grand Appeal was chosen as the 2008 Charity of the Year for the Gloucestershire Golf Club, which held numerous fundraising events, including the Club’s annual golf charity day in July and a fashion show extravaganza in November to raise the money.
The two captains were inspired to help the charity after visiting the Children’s Hospital at the beginning of 2008 and touring the facilities. The £7,500 will be divided between the Grand Appeal’s ‘Cots for Tots’ campaign for the Neo-natal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) and play therapy throughout the Children’s Hospital. 

Ian Hughes and Jo Leith explain: “We were so impressed by everything we saw at the hospital and moved from the outset to support such an important cause, which provides care for thousands of children across the region each year.”
Ria Warren, fundraiser at the Grand Appeal adds: “We would like to say a big thank you to everyone at Chipping Sodbury Golf Club who helped to raise such a great amount – you could say it’s a ‘hole in one’ for charity!”

For more information on Wallace & Gromit’s Grand Appeal and how to donate visit www.grandappeal.org.uk. 
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Bristol Royal Hospital for Children and The Grand Appeal

1. Bristol Royal Hospital for Children, part of University Hospitals Bristol NHS Foundation Trust, treats children from across the region with life-threatening illnesses and serves as the paediatric intensive care centre for the whole region. More than 1,400 staff work at Bristol Children’s Hospital, which is the regional specialist centre for treating young patients and more than 15,000 are admitted to and treated at the wards each year. 

2. Since its launch in 1997, Wallace & Gromit’s Grand Appeal raised £12 million towards the building of the UK’s first purpose-built children’s hospital which opened in April 2001.  Subsequently the Appeal has raised over £4 million to enrich and support the lives of patients and their families at the Hospital

3. Wallace & Gromit’s Grand Appeal fundraises continually to improve the quality of life for patients and their families at the Bristol Children’s Hospital, by providing much needed additional facilities, comforts and state of the art equipment

